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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of using a rout e r to cache inquiry data 
corr e sponding to a target - dev i eo in a network hav i ng a p l urality of ci ie nt for caching 
information about device s on a network , the method comprising: 

storing iRawv -static or near-static data corr e sponding to about a target device in 
a cache memory coupled to a router, wherein the router is communicatively 
coupled to the target device and wherein the router and the target device 
reside on the network : 

receiving a request for the 4fletfiFV -static or near-static d ata oorrocpond i ng to 
about t he target device; 

reading the mqwv- static or near-static data about the target device f rom the 
cache memory coupled to the router : and 

providing the mwlfv -static or near-static data corr e sponding to a bout the target 
device in response to the request. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising collecting the 
inqu i ry static or near-static d ata oorrooponding to about t he target device prior to storing 
the tftew v static or near-static data corrosponding to about t he target device. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein collecting the inquir y static 
or near-static data corr e sponding to about t he target device comprises detecting the 
mautiF V static or near-static data corr e sponding to about the target device as the inquiry 
static or near-static data corresponding to about the target device is transmitted from 
the target device to a requesting host device. 

4. (Cunrently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein collecting the mqyif v static 
or near-static data corrosponding to about the target device comprises detecting a 
request for the 4R€Hjif v static or near-static data con-osoond i ng to a bout t he target device 
as the request is routed from a host to the target device and copying the static or 
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near-static data corrosponding to about t he target device which is returned by the target 
device in response to the request. 

5. {Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein providing the Inquir y static 
or near-static data corr e sponding to a bout the target device in response to the request 
comprises determining whether the target device is busy, and providing the stored 
iRewf v static or near-static data corrosponding to a bout the target device if the target 
device is busy and providing the mgw v static or near-static data about the target device 
returned by the target device if the target device is not busy. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5, wherein If the target device is not 
busy, the ifiqutf y static or near-static data about the target device that is returned by the 
target device in response to the request is stored in the cache memory In place of 
previously stored i nqu i ry data about the target device . 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the i nquir y static or near- 
static data about the target device from the cache memory is provided to the target 
deNflce in response to the request regardless of whether or not the target device is busy. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising storing inqu i ry 
static or near-static data corr e spond i ng to a bout each of a plurality of target devices, 
receiving requests for the Ifrnwy ^static or near-static data corrospond i ng to a bout o ne 
or more of the plurality of target devices, determining whether the corr e spond i ng one or 
more of the plurality of target devices are busy and, for each of the one or more of the 
plurality of t arget devices that is busy, returning the corresponding stored ift^trify static 
or near-static data about the corresponding target device , and, for each of the one or 
more of the plurality of target devices that is not busy, returning the corresponding 
inqu i ry static or near-static data about the corresponding target device returned by the 
Gorrespondina target device. 
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9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: upon receiving a 
first request for lf=taytfv -static or near-static data about a first target device , forwarding 
the first request to the first t arget device regardless of whether or not the first target 
device is busy, storing the mylfv^ statlc or near-static data about the first target device 
returned by the first target device in response to the first request, forwarding the i nquiry 
static or near-static data about the first target device returned by the first target device in 
response to the first request to a requesting device coupled to the router and, in 
response to subsequent requests for the static or near-static data about the first targ et 
device , reading flietftaulFv ^static or near-static data about the first target device returned 
bv the first target device in response to the first request from the cache memory coupled 
to the router a nd providing Uie Inautrv -static or near-static data about the first target 
device returned bv the first target device in response to the first request in response to 
the subsequent requests. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising determining 
whether a received command comprises a request for mautfv -static or near-static data 
about a first target device on the networic and: if the received command comprises a 
request for frie 4Rqutfv -static or near-static data about the first target device , reading the 
jfl€HJiFV -static or near-static data about the first target device f rom the cache memory 
coupled to the router a nd providing the jfl^iiifv -static or near-static data corr e sponding 
te -about t he first t arget device in response to the request; and if the received command 
does not comprise a request for the inouirv static or near-static data about the first 
target device , forwarding the command to the first target device for execution of the 
command . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A device comprising: 

a router configured to route data between one or more hosts and one or more 
target devices; and 

a cadie memory coupled to the router; 

wherein the router is configured to store jfiquifv -static or near-static data about 
each of the one or more target devices received from the one or more target devices 
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ar^ d. wh^e a taroet device is busy, to provide at least a portion of the stored inquiry 
static or near-static data about tiie target device in response to a request for the inqu i ry 
static or near-static data e err e sgond i ng to one of about t he target dev i c e s that i s busy 
device . 

12. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1 1 , wherein the router is configured to 
detect the ineytfv -static or near-static data about the target device as the i nguirv static 
or near-static data about the target device Is transmitted from the target device to a 
requesting host device. 

13. (CunrCTtly Amended) The device of claim 1 1 , wherein the router is configured to 
detect a request for the i nquiry static or near-static data about the target device as the 
request is routed from a host to the target device and copying the mqwv -static or near- 
static data about the target device which is returned by the target device in response to 
the request. 

14. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1 1 , wherein the router is configured to 
determining whether the target device Is busy, and provide the stored Imwy -static or 
near-static data about the target device if the target device is busy and providing the 
mGuiiv -static or near-static data about the target device returned by the target device If 
the target device is not busy. 

15. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 14, wherein, if the target device is not 
busy, the router is configured to store the me^jifv -static or near-static data about the 
target device returned by the target device in response to the request in the cache 
memory in place of previously stored mouffv -static or near-static data about the target 
device . 

16. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1 1 , wherein the router Is configured to 
provide the mewv -static or near-static data about the target device from the cache 
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memory to the target device in response to the request regardless of whether or not the 
target device is busy. 

17. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 11, wherein the router is configured to 
store inquiry static or near-static data corrosponding to about each of a plurality of target 
devices, to receive requests for the inqu i ry static or near-static data corr e sponding to 
about one or more of the plurality of taroet devices, to determine whether one or more 
of the G QFF e spond i ng plurality of t arget devices are busy and to return the corresponding 
stored fflwiFV ^static or near-static data about the corresponding target device f or each 
of the one or more of the plurality of target devices that is busy, and returning the 
corresponding jfiowv -static or near-static data about the corresponding tamet device 
returned by the con^esponding target device for each of the one or more of the plurality 
of target devices that is not busy. 

18. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1 1 , wherein if the i ngu i rv static or near- 
static data about a first target device is not stored in the cache memory coupled to the 
router , the router is configured to: upon receiving a first request for ffloutfy -static or near- 
static data about the firs target device , forward the first request to the first t arget device 
regardless of whether or not the first target device is busy; store weyiFV -static or near- 
static data about the first target device returned bv the first target device in response to 
the first request; forward tiie wqwy -static or near-static data about the first target device 
returned by the first target device in response to the first request to a requesting device; 
and, in response to subsequent requests, reading the inquiry static or near-static data 
about the first target device returned by the first target device in response to the first 
request from the cache memory coupled to the router and providing the i nquiry static or 
near-static data about the first target device returned bv the first target device in 
response to the first request in response to the subsequent requests. 

19. (Currentiy Amended) The device of claim 1 1 , wherein the router is configured to 
determine whether a received command comprises a request for jf^qwy -static or near- 
static data about a first target device on the network and wherein the router is 
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configured to: if the received command comprises a request for the tftewv -static or 
near-static data about the first target device , read the tfmwv -static or near-static data 

about the first target device from the cache memory coupled to the router and provide 
the ifmHfv -static or near-static data corr e spond i ng to abou t the first target device in 
response to the request; and if the received command does not comprise a request for 
the mewv -static or near-static data about the first target device , fonward the command 
to the first target device for execution of the command , 

20. (Cancelled). 

21. (Cancelled). 

22. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium, wherein the computer 
readable medium contains one or more instructions which aree enfiaur e d executable bv 
a processor to cause a computer to perform the method of using a router to cacho 
inqu i ry data corr e sponding to a target dovico i n a network having a plura li ty of cl i ent 
caching information about devices on a network , the method comprising: 

storing rnqtrifv -static or near-static data corrospond i ng - t e -about a target device in 
a cache memory coupled to a router wherein the router is communicativelv 
coupled to the target deyAce and wherein the router and the target device 
reside on the network : 

recei>flng a request for the ffiwifv -static or near-static data corresponding to 
about the target device; 

reading the mgwy -static or near-static data about the target device from the 
cache memory coupled to the router ; and 

providing the inewv -static or near-static data corr e sponding to about the target 
device in response to the request. 

23. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein the static or near-static data include 
identification information specific to the target device. 
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24. (New) The method of claim 23, wherein the identification information specific to 
the target device includes a serial number of the target device. 

25. (New) The method of claim 23, wherein the identification information specific to 
the target device includes configuration of the target device. 

26. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein the static or near-static data includes an 
indicator indicating that the target device Is unabie to respond. 

27. (New) The device of claim 1 1 , wherein the static or near-static data include 
identification information specific to the target device. 

28. (New) The device of claim 27, wherein the identification information specific to 
the target device includes a serial number of the target device. 

29. (New) The device of claim 27, wherein the identification infomiation specific to 
the target device includes configuration of the target device. 

30. (New) The device of claim 1 1 , wherein the static or near-static data includes an 
indicator indicating that the target device Is unable to respond. 



